
Reforenco - S G7/68 (11-18-'\19) 

Sir: 

\J 

Bronx, Ro~ York. 1~. Y. 
JenU!.ll"'Y' 15, 1939 

tilth thiG lettc-r I f,!'i forwnrding a. set of blueprints . conniati!lb of 
five el:iee t o . I wnnt to imprn»n on you the F.d.Vienb111 ty , f'or your own sake , 
of htind.ling thoce blueprints tond.orly, becmisa they nre rather • enorr:ble wi.tb. 
r.go. 

t n.m ulso eendir.g you f!llOther CopT of my booklo t , "Ohaoci pher - '!'he 
U1 tif.lnto Elusion. '* You m. ll obs&rva t h(lt on th.to copy I h6.ve written in. 
O'Yer the correcrond.ing Ci"Clb.f:r . the plnin tex.t of the first hu.."'ldreQ. lines . But 
since e~ch of the first hund.re~ lines, ( cover ing priecs i . 2, z. and 4 ) . io 
identical in mof'.nint; t11 t.lt tbo other r~inetr-n1ne , I have Tll'1. tten the ploin text 
only over tho tt'p line on the firut !"our rnges. 

On p~ 5 I h~ve ttri tten ir.. the pluin text of the firnt eieht linils 
of the Decltirt:i.tion of Inde:r.<mdence; and on ~age 10 I hll.ve written in tho ]:'lain 
text of tho lnet li?1e of the Duclrrt>Uon of lnd.epcndcnca . tor,:etb.er w1 th t.he 
}:'le.in text of the :f'1rr~t line of the Gettysburg Speech und the 1 Hit line of the 
'°ru:io . 

I t·n scrid1nG ;ro1 ... e"cc tbe fulJ text of th~ DGclnrrtion of Independence 
nnd the Gt:ttYlJbura $pct ct vrr!.. tte;; exnctly CU!I encirhorcd. Tho text wi1ich I 
u.ued, of both thcso hintoric doCUl!:ent.G , 1s rw pri nted., pnrc.graphod• and punct~t
ea in the 'ilorld. Almnnt.c . .For punctu..'ltic·!': ~~ke I have used latter equivn1ents . 
Thete, of course. ere purely nrb1 tr:·~r. and. would be l~irf;ely U.>'lnocet:snr;r -
tt<:<Jpt where n. ve:cy hieh decree of li torary proc1&1on it: d.eairod.. 

The -,:-u.nctu.at 1on inarkc I hr~vc Olirployed, Yi th their letter equi vd.ant1>, 
Ql"e ns follo"•: 

fArnt;rft?h ••••c•c•~·~•••••~•••••• Z 
~eriod ••••~~~~~~~··••••~····~·•~ W 
Colon ••~~~•···~··~•••*~•~·•"'••• V 
Cot:ll:lO. Iii••"'•"'•""""' .... "',..,.."'."'•"'"'"'"'"• Q, 
Se:ci• colen ••••••••~·~~~••~·~~••• U (Ji.loo ~. this lntter beirig 

Hyphen ••••~~«••••·~~•••••••••••• J 
A.::pos t rophe • ••• • • *" •• •• • * • • • • •• .. • X 

usod. only once - in 11th 
word in Line 112) 

!!a..v l respectfully suggest to you. Sir, th.r.t this exhibit which I f!?l. 

prt1scnt1ng be Gu.bjectad to the most e.xhnustive ocru.tiny by- the l:l':vy !>epartnent; 
nnd if you.feel th.o.t th6 Nr.vyDepnrtmen t , olling to itn "limit.ttlporsonnel , " is 
unable to <lo thic adequ.~~tely, then 1:1cy I furtner SU8f.;or.t thnt you. enli!lt ~ 
rmd every- rccou.rce r..vdlnble to any e.nd. ev'..ey dQFr...rt:-lent of the United Str.:.tco 
1;ovt:r.nment 'for this p1J.t'!lOee. 



Such n rieorous ecru tiny an I Guct;(13 t v:i ll d.eoontJ trr te to you. 
thrt bis ntuff l hnve oub~i.tted 1G n· todn1ly nnd lll~them· Ucelly 
indaciphnr;\'b)e. Ind..eod ~ the mnthemnticrl o:lu•.r:.dneUon will csttLbl1sh tl1e 
utter fortuity o!' the cip..'l\er: for in rq Cir,hor s7ntem 1 t 1& impost! ble 
to pri:.:6.1ct vhnt l~ttnr o! the 26 in the alrhnbet rill r epresent any-
given lcttor in the te:r.t to be e:r.e1phcriJc1. Mnthomrticelly, my cipher 
ayctem rlll produce o.Y.rctly the c~e renul t. ~.; 'tt'Culd follow frot:l pick!~. 
e~ch time nt rnndo~ • . one o~t of 26 etterc tof.~ed tocothor 1n uh.at . 

All your moth~:;w.ticir,,nti uill be nble to verity, here ia, .lll, effect, 
the Wa!f the thine worka out: when o. letter in the ei von t6Jtt ia to be 
enciphered, you y1 cl~ a letter nt r ondoro out or 26 in the hnt; then you 
thro" bnck that J ct.ter into the hot; S:lP.ke it ~. r,nd. :pick ~mother one to 
repreoent tho next letter in the ter.t . 

And ttoro 19 this prov1eot T:henwer e. Cl.owlet occure in tho text , 
you pick n l otter out cf the h~t to represent the firot letter in the doublet; 
then you don• t ro~lsce the letter in tho h:-t , but you -pick anothor one out 
of the 2S remnining in the hat to reprccont the second letter of the dt:>ublet 
in the text. Similnrly, '1hcncvor r. tripiet occurG in the text (r~ in the 
llt.h word in Line 238, ,.-hero the "oup LLL occ~) the letter reJ:<rescnting 
the firut L in - ~etephoricnll7 speaking of eour~~ - trucen out o~ the hrt; 
then this letter, l1Mch. in thin intltn.'1cfl hn.rJ:ena. tio you cr.n th:!H • tv be G. 
18 not replr. cod in the ht t , but n lotter tc re:pr+)~mnt tho oocond L ic drmtn 
froo thu rentining 25; this lctt.'ir, ns yen; •. Cf".n aco. boinc O. l~ov. l>oth 
the a nnd. tho 0 •!.l'.'O kept out of the hvt ttnd a l{'tter 1e drmm i"roo the 24 
re:tnining in it t.o rap:re~ent tho third t; this 16ttor. nn C1(;P..in you can see , 
beir~ !- . lio1; ell three lettern nra p-u.t bsck in tl..e hn.t; and to represent 
the r.ext letter in tha text, cae iD picked. frcn the full 26. 

} ey I once core renl nd. you, S1r, thnt ell this iG rm\a:-hor1s.<F) . 
I.£ ll nntter of r.ctu"l !'~ct. of cource, thcrt: ia ~ ~ oreri- ti "n L!li. 
~f'VW" lettoro 11 nt rrndoriil w ~ !Jl:l. J:flcrn;·trcig - ~ ~ 1- iut . 
Bu.t I lln.."lt to emnhnoize the ff.let th~t the princ1pt-..l of r:r:I' cirher eyetc~ 
produceo r; rcnul t which is .,. or would. bu ... mnthomr-ticnlly identic!ll with 
the rcn.1.lt produceO. by drnwi~ letters nt rund.o!:'l . 

Ao a coroll.,ry to the forcgcint; , y('i\:. dll note thn.t \dl.Gne't'~r s. 
letter in tho text be~~ens to be rnpe.tcd t"ftt) or thrao or more ti~cs , sach 
repetition cnnnot occur in the c1rher eq1..! vnlsnt: nnd., in e.ccord. ..r.. th this, 
you will r.ote thot ~hen r luttor ie re~e:ten tr.o or three or ~ore tinec in 
the ci-hc.r. then the 1C::ttt'r$ i?i such a. X"9!:c.-.tcd. croui.' ho.\Tr. not tho r.;:_lf"~ 
oefln1ng. 

It· t.hj e crm.'leetion. there it fill in t"'rol. ting coincl de11c~ t.a be 
ObUCl"Ved: l h~!VO beP.n discU&n1rie th(: croup LLL r.h1ch npperr~ in the 11th 
110rc1 in L1nft 239 of the oritr,innl text: you trill note tho.t in tho very acme 
Line 238. of tho ciphor. thero ia n t,-TOup LLL in the 9th md 10th words , 
the tOJ:. tu.cl equi vnl.en t for tho l'i e throe r .• 8 being 1lWO. 

~e riroccns o! encirhorment in icy ~ycter: 18 undcv1nt1r.:.e P..nd. un
vn.r71ng. lt iR ~ proaoes wn1ch, bec~~£e of its ihceftcc.nt mcnotony-. ie 
rreeminently ad.!'!~tod to :i r.t.eh!ne . J.. child could cp11rnto my ciod.el ; r.nd. if 
the finiehad. ?ll!iCh1ne y.·ere to be d(lveloped ns I tmvif.iion . it could be opcratod 
by nny cni ld who hnd out~rown h1a 1nfn.ncy. 



In the n.ctu:~1 proceas of enCi?hal1ftent. t..~ore is no discretion l'bquired. on the 
}lart of t.r.o onorotor. i:'h& oper'·tor iu Nqllir.Jd to dO tb.o s:nue thing ove1· r:.nd. 
over again. It is the rririci:rle of the ~yetex;) T1hich does the trcrk - t.l:io ~"Ork 
•hich I have described nsi being 1denticrl with p ickinf; letta;ru et r Pndoo . And 
thin r~:ndcrn procene goes ont Vii thcut guid•:.nee or it1terferencc, forever . There 
is no guch thing as periods or c~rcles 111 ~.,. system.; r:nd if you were to u.se 1 t 
to cncir,·_hor E'll the ,;ord.s thn.t hnve ever been. or ever will be, wri ttcn or 
s"10ken by men, it wcruld forever continue to be t.lie r>OJ:)o old '?rocenr; of n.icking 
n letter nt rF.nd.on out of t>. hnt. 

A.d.vertinc; nou to tht~ d.'~'V(•Jo~ ... ·,!mt, of my '.Cri.nciple in r. machine, 
you n.re s.l'lfU"a. ot COtil"nc, thnt r::..d.io co!l trcl cf dir-ta.'l.t alrJinbet1cE>..1 gro~in.ge 
or keybo~rds, is now a.~ nccomr-liGhed fret . I i'tl!l referring to thio not bece.use 
I ~.o meking ony cJ~i~ along £Uch r. line, but becau3e a radio control led kcyboArd 
W;'.';uld be the idenl ry,xi li:-,ry for the trF .. Tl.~tnisoion of icy Ci ~her . lf uned in this 
·~, the Ot'Orlltol"1l at bf>th t.ho transr'..i ttinc rn'i rncei vine en6.s ,,ould be rclie~eci 
or .L.J.l. tr(')uble .w:i. l't:t u;;. ~cipher h concqrned.. In feet , nci ther of then 
w.:>uld have ~thine; to do with 1 t . If you "1. l l re rm t me to d.igroas here for n 
morient, I shall cone bru:k to thla subject l: .. ter . 

The blueprintn of F- nRch ne ~~ich I CJn nonding you ~ere done for me 
many yeu.rn e,eo by a. first rn.te mnn who 1'::.>S t•t thut time Chief Drn.ftowm of the 
I!lterti.roe {l()T.Porntion. I t!l11 frhDk to say th.n t this r.mchine l'.11 blll.61'rinto0. would, 
l feel eure, be lrrgcly· outnoded. now. l'echnnic~l develo-pncnts, pP.rtieulnrly in 
tn~ electrtc~l field, hnve tmd.e enormous 3trides sineo 1 t '7ns desl.e;nod. Doeides, 
1 t eru-ried. n key't>or-..rd for Z6 let tors rllld s;y!!!bols , includins numer£, & end. punctua
tion Dtlrks. 'l'bcrne lo.i;t nl'l!led. n~bor& n."ld. y:unctu.ntic-n m.arks I r..f':ve eliQinated, 
as you "111 soe frot1 ttY booklet. 1n which l hnve employed only 26 letters of the 
e.lphA'l'Jel na l p..m convincod thnt thees 26 lettors will be t'ouncl f'.I!lple in a.otuel 
~rPctice for Rl.1 PurtOsoa. 

However. tr1" mJ·chino g.a b1uaprlnted. should be ox.trenely ugeful in 
thc.t 1 t cou.lcl be devcloT'ed. oz nn elnbornte ~rkir1g oodel to furnitih ba.se for 
furthf'r d.evelopl:!ent elonc nechc.nict:l and. olect:ric~l line£ . '1'his blunprint 
ma.oh1ne has tflO cr-lind.ers in a onkc-r...nd-brenk car~nection . lfhen c. mencr,ee m~B 
to be enci!-'h'.!red. on this r~ichinc , the operi,tor l10Uld. hr.ve nothjng to do but 
play the luttere of tho oricinr,.1 text on the key-bot>rd. and. then r·erform a 
cou;>l6 of s1np1e levi:ir o-pereti~n& p.fter typing aecll lotter. 1~t the br.clt o! 
tll.ir; nneh> 1lt$ there r.re two eylind.ers, cr:.ch of ll'L1ch is to ce:rey o. roll of paper 
like thnt c~,rried in the bror.di;he&t ticker. Then r~a er.eh letter l"Culcl be 
ts.p~eC. on tha koybo:-rd. the or1t;inn1 oes$~.l;e 1'1Culd. c.r:per-.r on cvlinG.cr J.i., nnO. 
the c.irher eq_uivalont dm-u.ltr;neouslv cm Cyli~1der B. 

Hrrld.n,e br.ck now to rd.i.o cC1ntrol; ca:;.~poc<'l the lfovy neprrti:.ent 
ttantc to ner.d.. r. cipher r-.nssf\:,"""ei it coul:i be ti.cne by eil!lpl~ turning ov..ir the 
text to on opernwr , m10 woi.ll.d. tRp this muscr.::e on his keybot•rd. '!:".ne r.ti'.ch1ne 
would autor-i&tically enciT'hr.:r the n1onsr1;e, rir.c. trnn.smi t ~ .t.W!, ini.,ci.,.,.horcRlt 
ciT'l;Ma:: ~ol a. which, et the l"€ce1 vine end.. would be nutomr-tiet~lly trensfomed 
into the s~bol• of th~ ori<,innl tuzt. 

So f~r as I e..nd rry cldms !1re concarned. I am not n J:Iechr..nic. nor 
tm olectricinn - no •nore th&n I rnn c c1~~e!'l.ter . :But I m fwil1ar 1'i th recent 
oet"..henicril (<rttl oloctricttl develO:pr.lents, i'll'ld l t'Jm thorefore able to gay tr.at there 
Uzn• t r doubt o:f the fensibilit7 of eo::.plcte r:echr..n1~11.t1on of oy c1r·her syctem. 



And no;; I cone tc the; nub of this rrhole subject: Even :·r. a youth. 
l wM.; d.ooply interestod in the s1lbjti<ct of ceyptocrffrhY'~ rJ'ld l roc.enber being 
struck by i> scntenc(~ in Edr.nr .A.11P.n !'oe 1 n 11C"r0ld Dug.•• Pnd ·tl.zo in hie I:ztHY on 
C?'Y!1to~rt!phy. in both of which ho an:re. Mlt ue;;r be rou.n~1J aneerted. thr-t hu.t:iE''1l 
ingenuity c·mnot concoct t>..n anilr.'l" which h'U?atm Jneern.Uty cnnnot rt'iiolvo . " llfl.l'lY 
yenrs r,-:::i. I cct out to accept thi.c ch::>-lhmee~ r.nd. os a l'(:sult I evolved ttr 
systet'l. 

irtHA the outset, l. llfl'~ 1n. ~ ~ml v .™- ,..rw~·u: pu:ror& - nnd that 
we.a to oohi~!Ve e system the rrod.u.et of which r.ould be pbso1)lt<!lv ~<12&t""Uf(Efblfi• 
O! course , l did kee9 in mind. the ultlz:intu czeehnd.~11t1cn ot' my- c.cher;io , J&i l 
c-:nnot 1P.!l forr.tiblz etrc&c ~ ~ .tJl!"~ !.!% 120.s~n ru;r:QSf! l?.:J.. .lit (\&yj.ge A 
systo;a hL rjeenn ~ t;:hicm onQ Qou1d ccw t}mw f.prt-;y<;r 1Q. ff concoct (Onit:.~na which 
humt.n ineenui t'J cPm ot re~olve." 

An~- th! n I olaitl to hr-"vo a.ccor~liwed - :>nd. in s~rort of r:r:r claim 
I ha.ve subm.ittcO. to you the exam'"lc o:f ny Chooei~her . T'ds sr..nple 1 I repent . 
is not deci't'.her:ible . Inn $ublllitt1nc; it to youltith the coar.lote trnru;lntion 
(verbatim. et litera.tim)~ of' ~m'.£ of it; and.! nsnert thr:t evnn with thi& trD.."lslr,t~on 
it Cf>.nnot be d.ociy,hered. . Alrl. I ctr l1G:n!7: the lif•vy ::>e~nrt::ent. nnd. anyone else 
in tho ,....orld, to show how thi u c1 ,.., r.er !'rO:.£ CC"' t. tru.c tt:d a"ld to oend. rac the dec1 phe:r
men t of the untrcmslute~ word.r-. in Liriea 101 to 105~ r.rd in Line 248 - all thErne 
1'10rds h.tlving boen procluoed in precisely the sr.-no tu·nnur &G till tho oth;"r vrord.o 
in the docu:nent, Fni being an int6'gr:-t.l. pl.rt of it. 

Th.Cl"efore, Sir. I SU(;E,-ae.t to you th( t you tru.bjcct thia d.ocumont to e 
thorour.h e:l:.r,nir~r.tion; rJid. in view oi' the fu.llnctJoe of inforw t1(m 'f:•b.ich I i>J:l ~1vin.g 
you abou.t it, I believe you ought to be able ~o~d.P" .ts_~ Util.. rn ror,od;. 

l a.o convinced tht: t this. ig obViously the best and. l30nt oxpod.i tious 
procedure: You eo r-.. .herd r.nd. seru.tinize this doow..iont, the chher of which is 
ider.ticnl in eh: r<eter m. th ff!'~ cir.hbT 'l1fY' sys ta~ os.y :;rod.uce. An<i when you find 
out for you.nelf thr,t you cannot cori.tust ey cltlm ti.a to its ind.ee1r.hc:ro.bil1ty, 
you crn cet in to1lcll with me r::.."ld '\"'C con o.rrtmc,e !'or n d.e:tonetrnticn on rrJ7 r.loclel. 
.t.nd_. cpcekirig '£or eyar;lf, the soomir this tr-Jces plv.ce th& better. 

S1riple as 1l1Y principle ia_. 1 t r.ou.lu bo quite 1nf:>r:-.ct1cul :for ?lO to 
put TOU .tm !.!!it. m th. it vi thout d.owonr- tr,· ticn.s on !:tY model - in \7h.1ch, by tile vrey, 
I am sure you will be muo..'1 more int· rerted ~'1.on in tl't.e bluarri:ntn . /JJ.d I 1'TOmioe 
you thri.t if MC. -;--hen I M.vo given you!' fu11 d.emonctri-.ticn of UJ.Y"?r:inciple , you 
w! 11 be jw.t f.C. hel:plass - rn ~ ~ ~~l - to dochher ur booklet as you. are 
new. 

Let nc rem.ind ~ou. thi:.t I hHVe r.t0 ~atont on t:tY syete~ or device9; end 
I aaa;urc y-ou that no one on er.rth, ~cc;pt e.oue: nettborc of 1ti1 O\lll inmedi te f'nz.iJy, 
ever h!i.C. n. d<n:10m.tr;-;tic-n o!' r:r:1 c1:rher ::rinciple r:..s 1 t is illu.strnt&d in tho booklota 
l h.nve sent you.. 

During the pr.Qt couple of yen:e I hr..ve be\.'n n few t1ir.es 1n touch 
with Internc.ticnnl Bru;ir,ess Unchineo. r.here 1 vnG tr:>n.lcl~ told by some of i tr. 
of'ficers thr.t th.e7 are lool~ine for . ond h:'Ve ba~n for a lone tine trying to 
dcrf'elor , e. aiJ>he-r ca.chine. D(lfOru the l.:B.L'. ~e:oplo wmild cont!.id,_, r ey sch~e, 
they urked me to sign the ii'rd.wr -,,hich I oncloae . Hoed.lens to ea.v. I did not 
Si'&n it. 1.nd r11 I h~vc: to ndi he:r-<.- t-m:!. nOY'.' c-n this subject 1G th~t tr.ore 1s 
little YIOnder thn.t I .B. Li . 1£? able to rfi:i' & 11 a rlc'.1°7u of t342,008 ft yoar to 1 ts 
l"resident , Ur . 11 Tom11 fta.tson, ns C.icclost=d. Sundry- lw;t in the officiF•l To:x>rt 
of tho Rouse ?iqs ond Heon& Cor-"li ttee . 



Final~T. ):lloar c oocept ey apologies for this long h•tt~r. llu.t 
I wonted ~ covt·r r~ r:r..ic.Yi. ot the c;rounl. al, 1B ct pres.;,nt posaiole. 

J'oy I ru:ik you. kindly- to a.cknowledee by return m~il ruceirt of 
t.W.c w1 th cnclosurec . And.~ cu.beequently, '7hen you h:we had tit?~' to d.i{~E;st the 
full ~P tter of ~ co~:nmicr.tion , 1 shall be c:;lnd. to her..r fro~ you JiA fully~ 
t:;:nnt;lv .f!f! m Jl1.tih.. 

Captain J . l!. lriah 
J.ssistnnt to Bureou or- Engineuring 
na.vy Department 
\lanhi ngton. D. O. 

Very re~otfully, 

J .F. BYlml 
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• 'U' .. ' :"/t' I L<1 /I>' , l (Jl fv.•/ 

A long wi th n y apologies for not \vriting to you/sooner I believe that 
l should offel' ::;orne sort of explanation. 

Your pa pe1· ' J . ~~ . Byrne and t he Chaocipher Work in Progress " 
an.,uscd several ir tens e reactions in r'1<:: 

To re::-pond raragraph by paragraph; to exp la in. clarify, 
expsstu la t e, and justify. 

1 o ignore the whole thing as I really don't want to rake 
it all up. 

To say something appropriatly enigmatic and let you and 
your associates stew in it or not as you chose . 

Your own statement that· · . .. my interest has been in the chase and 
not in the kill . · is finally wat deterred me from respondinr at a' l. 
This pro· ed to be no solution. Your letters and paper hav e been 
dtt.ing on n1y desk for tirr.e enough a nd time will e v entually hav e 
\ts way. I ha ·.1e to ansv;er. which rneanl:i I '.Vant t o. 

I don't know how far you ha.-'e progressed with this wnrk since las t 
we were in i ouch, but here are a few itet1H· that might be of sorr e 
inte1 ei:it to you or to others . 

l truly admire: (am even amazed by) your worl-. even in t hose areas 
with which l cannot.or just C:on ' t,agree . 

Fqr reason!:. l can r .. ot honestly cieHne l am not yet prepared to show 
you or anyone else the biueprint~ of my fa ther's "device . 

The infamous cigar box wa~ "lost s t olen, or s t rayed" before my 
memory but it was N')T ''non functional" . 

The model my father, mot her, and I worked on was des t royed by 

me sho1tly after my fa t her's ciea th. 

Rn t ber blindfold chess and a 11 tho:,c other mcnt.a l gymnastics ? 

My fatfh:r hardly ever used · 1-.encil and paper' except for making 
ra1 e notes for others to reacl . (,, ore's the pity .) 

802-439-6173 



1 he r.>.)C'ration~, could not • F •' been pr l'fo!'rned with penc1l and 

fX...p('r to any prGl.Ct.\Ca I C •'\.ent, 

Dad fore! aw the ar.!vent of a con.puter technology a11d predicted that 

one day the use of hi.s ~y ::-tern would be as ' s i.-riple as u~ing a 

typPwriter.' 

(Back to the cigar box) ... It was not at all a !et:£P.r cont ri.v'lnce in 

terms of its capadty to perforn the full function(s) of the envisioned 
final device . Mr father's phrase 'some freedom ref~rs tn facility 

not to functiorl. You Day be sure that hr-- wa:::o always preC'if;t' ... 

including his at,scrti.ons concerning the enciphcrm<•nt and, as I prefer 
to call it, the ''resolution . 

Forget about t..ucHd, Heron, Joyce, and all tbbse others. Use your 
ow~ head you obviously ha·,c a damn good one. 

Final11.,-nand as far as I will go right now there is the matter o! 
l !!:ACE and ·1 f,,;NEFJ1 S. I have~ been at some espt:!nditure d time 

to cherk ~v::..ila.ble carbon copies ._,f tlle original manuscript agains~ 
tlic ?a ltey proofr.;. I can assure you 1 hat to the b€'si. of my know ledge 
you should use the correct plain text spelling PciAi'OE and BENE.i-~ lTS 

for :;..11 applications. I am astounded that these typos got past our 
attention . I remember help~ng my mother and father check the 
galley proofs letter by damnable letter. w·e quite naturally concentrated 
on thC" cipher t.ext to as~ure its<. bsolut accuracy. Apparently the p~ain 
te:~ m.d not receive the sanie ' devoted.' attention. 

I can concieve of no way i.hat thetH~ pril1\-ing errors can r~·lect errors 
in the enc.ipherment. i3oth my father1s wo!"king notes and the <.tvai.Ic.ble 

manuscript copie~ u) :>t"lntiate this judgement. 

I have neither sought nor found any explanation whatsoever f.or 
\T_t.,GA 'l'ENTUR . I don't know whv!-e _ .:a.lico Belly my father 
w·as enjoying at that time . Sometime I 1 ll look into it . 

!:>peaking of 'sometime ... Anent _!_~ryptogran-, (encioS•"'d) you 
tod me that. you would like to SE"<' it again some time. Please eYcu.Ee 

1uy tem pora 1 irreverance. 

One last note before closing. I must admit to that which you already 
suspect. The copies of C ryptogran and Cryptologia which you so kindly 
sent·sC'rved only to turn me off . 1 truly an-. not sure that I have anythinJ 

to contriuute to the meetings .. . and l don td:hi.nk 1 dig the lingo . 

I!' you are of a mind, please write :-:~"'l '.1 
~in<:ere ly and with ber,t reg? l ri!· 

.Tohn 11yrne 
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