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JuNE 24, 1937.—Commniitted to the Committee of the W hole House and ordered
to be printed

Mr Corree of Washington, from the Committee on Cluims, sub-
mitted the followng

REPORT

[To accompany 8 1453]

The Commttee on Clanns, to whom was referred the bill (S 1453)
for the relief of Mnude P Gresham, having considered the same,
report thereon with the recommendation that 1t do pass with the
follow ing amendments

% Puge 1, line 6, strihe out the figures *$8,750” and insert 1n heu
thercof *'88,600 55

Page 1, line 11, after the name “Greshnm”, msert “and Agnes M
Dnrscoll,”’

Amend the title of the bill to read

A bill for the relief of Maude P Gresham and Agnes M Driscoll

STATEMENT OF FACTS

As amended, this bill provides for the payment of $8,690 55 to
Maude P Gresham, widow of Willaum F Gresham, late commander,
United States Navy, and the sum of $6,250 to Anges M Driscoll, in
full and complete scttlement of all claims by saxd parties aganst the
United States ansing from the mmvention of the late Commander
Willam F Gresham and es M Drscoll, which mvention has
been nccepted by the Navv Department for use mn connection with
naval communication facilities

The myention here compensated for has not been viewed lg your

: committee and its exnct nature 1 not hnown, but the Navy Depart-
ment states thet—

It greatly Increamed the cfficieney of an lmimrtant companent part of the naval
communication ser ice and that $15,000 would be a fair compensation therefor

A similar finding has been made by the Senate Committee on Naval
AfTairs, which viewed the mvention, and wineh found that Agnes M
Driscoll assisted m the design of certamn of s fundnmental principles
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[PrivaTE—NoO 2067—75THE CONGRESS)
[CeAPTER 583—18T SEssioN]
[B 1453]
AN ACT
For the rellef of Maude P Gresham and Agnes M Driscoll.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the
United States of Amertca tn Congress assembled, That the Secretary
of the Treasury be, and he 15 hereby, authorized and directed to pay
to Maude P iires’lmm widow of Wil F Gresham, late com-
mander, United States ,Nuvy, the sum of $8 690.55, and to Agnes M.
Driscoll the sum of $0,250, out of any money 1n the Treasury not
otherwise apﬂ:mprmted, said sums to be mn full and complete settle-
ment of all claims by said parties agninst the United States arsi
from the mvention of the late Commander William F Gresham
Agnes M Driscoll; which suid mvention has been accepted by the
Nuvy Depurtment for uss in connection with naval communecation
facilities* Provided, That no part of the amount appropriated 1n this
Act m excess of 10 per centum thereof shall be paid eor delivered to
or recetved by any agent or agents, attorney or attorneys, on account
of services rende i connection with said claun It shall be
uniuwful for any agent or agents, sttorney or attorneys, to e
colleet, withhold, or receive any sum of the amount appropn
m this Act 1 excess of 10 l)or centum thereof on account of services
rndered 1 connection with said elaim, any contract to the contrary
notwithstanding  Any Peru«m violatmg the provisions of this Act
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be fined 1 any sum not exceeding $1,000.

Approved, August 11, 1937
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2 MALDE P GRESHAM AND AGNES M DRIRCOLL

Therelore, the bill includes an award both to the widow of Commander
Gresham and to Mra Driscoll and the payment of these claims 18
sumular to the action taken by the Congress in connection with another
naval invention under Private Law No 79, Seventy-fourth Congress

It will be noted that the commuttee has reduced the payment to
Mrs Gresham by 859 45, which sum was overpaid to her husband
as a rental allowance and was the subject of S. 1313, Private Law
No 86, Seventy-fifth Congress That law authorized a credit in the
accounts of the dubursuéf officer who made the payment to Com-
mander Gresham At the time, your commttee endeavored to
ascertuin why the overpayment was not collected from Commander
Gresham, and the Department replied that such action was usually
taken but that the officer’s death had precluded it in the case mn

uestion As the disburmng officer was held hable for the payment,

committee recommended the bill, the evidence disclosing that 1t

was made without negligence on his part and prior to his receipt of
certain pertinent mstructions Your committes 18 not attempting
to take o small position with regard to the $59 45 overpayment, but
1t 18 constrained to the opimon that 1t should have been refunded to
the Government either by Commander Gresham or his estate, and
consequently we can see no reason why 1t should not be recovered
on behalf of the Government. The deduction here made accomphshes
that purpose

Further facts relative to these claims appear 1n the report of the
Senate Commutiee on Navel Affarrs and a letter from the Navy
Department, both appended

@ - [8. Rept. No. 238, Tith Cong., ist sess.]

The Committee onn Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1453) for
the relicf of Maude P Gresham, having conmdered the same, report favorably
thoreon, with amendments, and, as amended, recommend that the bill do pass.

Amend the bill as follows

Page 1, line 6 to 8 inclusive, strike out the following: ‘‘Navy, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $15 000 in full settlement
for the late Commender William F Gresham's invention which has”

And inscrt in lien thereof the following ‘“Navy, the sum of £8,750 and to Agnes
M Driscoll the sum of $6,250, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropristed, said sums to be in full and complete settlement of all claims by
said parties against the United States arising from the invention of the late
Commander Willlam F Grosham which said invention has”

Amend the title of the bill s0 as to read “‘A bill for the relief of Maude P
Gresham, and for other l?urpouea."

- Thrmurpone of the bill is to pay to the widow of the late Commander William

F G am, United Btates Navy, the sum of $8,750 and to Agnos M Driscoll the

sum of $8,250 in full and complete sottlement of all claims by said Sar’dm against

the United Statos arising from the invention of the late Commander William F

. Gresham which has been accepted by the Navy Department for use in eonnection
with naval communication facilities

The bill was introduced at the request of the Navy Department. The Depart-
ment states that the bill is in accord with the program of the President and in-
volves an additional cost to the Government of $15,000

P, Commander Gresham invented a device that greatly incroased the efficlenoy
of an fmportant part of the naval communication service  This device was of
such a sccret and confldential nature, and of such importance ta the national

¢ defense, that the Navy Department confiscated it for tho exclusive use of the
Navv and prevented Commander Gresham from obtaining a patent thereon If
this 'inventn)n had been patented its usefulness would have been destroyed, as it
would then have been open to public inspection
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Prior to his doath, Commander Gruhsmrub that he be compensated
for his inventlon in the amount of 830,000, pon receipt of his request t-he
8coretary of the Navy convened a board of three officers to recommend the
amount of compensation to be paid to Commander Gresham The board found
after oareful comparison of Commander Gresham's invention with earlier l.nci
similar devices, that it greatly increased the efficiency of an important com
part oéot:e naval communication service and thatozlb,ooo would be a
pensa or

The Na Dgra.r@ent has recentl oonductod a further investigation into the

is of the opinion that Commmander Gresham was tho sole inventor

of the dev but that the fundamental eryp top;fh.l gﬂnclplm which the

machine was wemphym“eon ved by Mrs. Driseoll and

disclosed by her to Commander The commitice is therefore of the

opinion that Mrs, Driscoll’s ts and interests in the lnventlon are substantially
ual to those of Commander Gresham and that she is entitled to a fair peroentage

compensation which may be granted to Mrs Gresham. The oommittm
there} mendlnnumcndmentgrmtlnguu.ﬂmhamthemmotls,

and Mrs. Drisooll the sum of

Payment of compensation llko amount to Russcll Wilson, United
BtstuNsvy,Iocranhvmﬂonwhlehdm-lngt.hoWord War was the basis of the
g‘: 8'msgflocretooml:l:nu.nlexat.iom,vmln.uthorlnednm directed by the act

une

The committee has inspected this invention and belleves that it is of
value to the Government in connection with the sscret communication tea
of the Navy and is of the opinion that, although the value of this Invention to the
Government eannot be measured in and eents, $15,000 is a fair compen-

Navy DaraxTMENT,
Washingion, February &8, 1987.
The Brzaxzx or THEF Housm or REPRESEANTATIVES,
Washsngion, D C
My Dxix Mn. S8pxaxzr. There is tranamitied herewith a draft of a proposed
%m oloffhil . legisiation is to to the widow of the late Com-~
on w
p“v?“ MUMM&M avy, the sum of $15,000 in full
lott.hmentforn.nlnventlonof te Commander Gresbam whioch has been
ﬁwlowptedwmtha avy Dapuhnsnt lorule in connection with naval ecommunioa-
Prior to his death, Commander Gresham requested that he be ecom
for his invention in the amount of $30,000. Uponreoaiptof this request the SBecre-
ta.ryoftheNn oconvened a board of three officers to recommend the amount of
p_ddtoCommanderG Thebon.rdfoun.d,n.ftore.nful
thatltpugmmthoeﬂdon.mgfmuoan;‘o?un ard t part of the
cy of an t componen
mmmunhﬂony serviees and that $15,000 would be a fair compensation
or

Payment of compensation in lke amount to Capt. Russell Willson, United
Bhtuvay,for)unlnventionmnuthorlndmddlr%ttedbythemdhmls,

1935 (49
"logislation, if enacted Into law, would involve an additional
NtotheGo tm the proposed tion be enacted.
E [ on
wncmonhinuoordwﬁhtheplw the President.
v Craupe A. Swaxsox
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