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TDESCRIBED AS A LEADIAG. FIFUPE IN. 'AMERICAN CRTPTDLUEY FPHM MUPLD NHP I

. UHTIL HIS RETIREMENT. FFUM MSA -IN- THE MID-1950S8.:: .

AT FORT MERDE.- MD.s ‘A SPOKESMAN FOR NSA SATID. THE: HILITHPY if ﬂl:‘;;-luafﬁ

© INTELLISEMGE AGENCY WOULD. HAVE. NO. CORMMENT “OM:THE - SUIT.:

. “HISCLETTERSs PERSONAL FAPERS AND GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS TO THE GEORGE c.ti?f?”’
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Lo WASHINGJ‘ON .Feb. 15— Five-

¢+, groups: repreenting .thousands of li-

’ librarians. and --historians.

. asked a Federal District Court today to’

" hold that the National Security Agency

.© had no'legal authority to direct a pri-

.- vate library to withdraw unclassthed
--- docurgents from public view. :- iy

*. The National Security Agency is the |-

j_telhgence agency. Its role is to inter-
. cépt the electronic messages of foreign’
.. govermnments. and toprotect those of the
! .United -States, ' :

TAssociation, the O
1ican Historians and the Cen_er tor Na-

-| brary Association: 525,

! agency dlrected a private hbrary in

Virginid to halt public access to letters
and other miaterial quoted in an al

| ready pubhshed book that ‘was critical.
-of the.agency. It wds tiled by such or-

gamzat.lons as-the American l.xbrary
Association, the American . Historical
anization of Amer-

;txonal Secunty Studies. v .= v
.4'What {S at stake here is the tunda-
mental integrity of‘library | collectxom

-_an ; over -the ".country, *., said ‘Judith

K.rugg. Adirector of the office for Intel-
lectual - Freedoin of the Amencan Li-

= ~er
. "l"l~1
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. i ‘nationfs lirgest and most secretive in-.
)
A

) *The smt was bmught after the

medlate comment on t.he stut Last
year, hawever ‘Lieut. Gen. -Lincoln D.

cessasa “routine’” pait of theagency’s |,

the_protection ,of: N.S.A.-related na-
tiofial, security informatton ST

A; Fnedman. ‘a leading Government
expert on the making and breaking of

ment from|the agency in 1955. At the

.. conscmnable lifetime ‘censorship on Federal em

- vants with random lie-detector examinations." e
. .- Not be!ng prlvy to the Admlnistration's ult!-. -
mate “political secrets, “we " don't - know. ‘what .

T "gence Agéncy. But the: netreatisplalnly tactical, not”.
+ & conversion to openness. Congress, ‘which blocked- .1 """ -

. the order when It ﬁxst appeared cannot relax its | .

'-_‘vigtlance P s R S

Retr_ea’c FErom a_m

it has shelved the sweeping -order imposing. an un-
ployees add terrorizing normally trusted pubhc ser-

.
-~|

prompted, this change ot heart about treating the ;
whole Govemment as if it were the Céntral, Intelli-

-of themi, not too lew, that a quernment spi.nnlng
: wheels to chase minor léaks’ dlsables itselt- in real -

- security matters; ‘that censoring the Writfngs of top

-~ good that the President’s men at least felt the heat.’.

- -an Administration that boasts_of openness. If Mr,

‘", for Congress to renew its order forbidding any’ exec-'f .° ...
- utive action on'this front until it is given a new pro- ).~
" posal. Then let'the White House" ‘show, if it can, that .-,

. there Is any concelvable security risk that'can Jus- |-
""", tity any restriction'on. the rights of Govérmment ¢ em:- |,

o ployees and the. public's right to hear thelr vxews

e ‘when t.hey retum to private llle RO

The directive .was bécoming-a pontxcal fiability for -

Reagan'had refused to rewrite this chmtng direc- ¥

“-tlve, Congress would have' done’ ‘the Job: N B

'Ihe best response to.the President’s retreat is

[ The intelhgence agmcy had no; im-

. ++ St pmtesung that Congress doesn't appreci- M a
. ate the peril to national- ‘Security, the Reagan. Ad- "~ .

. ministration"is ‘nevertheless retreating -from: {ts 5=+ -

" reckless hint for leaks and leakers. At least formow, :f .

_ 71t would be pleasant to conclude from this epi— |
. sode that President Reagan now understands that s
- his problemn about secretsis that'there are too many 3.. SR

 guve s papers to the George C. Mar-
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N PR P the material was- classxﬁed. :some
e | was'not. §
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. In; 1975 “James® Bamlo
I agency, requested: permission 10 'see-

L the withdrawn but unclassified materi: } -

Jof “the Virgtma Military lnstxtute at N

‘TTHE “ORGAMT EHT 10 l-

Faurer, dxrector “of -the. agency, de-| ™ -
fendéd the: agency s effort to remove ; ..
declassmed, material from’ public ac-1. ’

tesporisibility “to"advisé and assistin !™
'l'he dispiite -centers-on some of the ? n
lettexs. personal papers and Govern< |,
ment documents belonging to William {-. -
codes fromWorld War I until his retire- | .
timeofhisdathin 1969, M. Friedmadn | °

% Jterial on| several occisions’ and di-|"
rectedthatseveralhnndreddocumem.s AR
" .| be'withdrawn from public view..Some | ' . -

- ¢ {ak The'library decided to make thema- | ..

HLRA .+ |terial avdilable to Mr. Bamfordand the-
e A 'public at la:ge T
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salute at t.he grathe in t.he Krcmhn wall
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ording to David'Owen, | -

officials & for life — vl deprive thie nation-of able -+ ing from eniphyséma,” -
workers Tiow and vital criticism in the future,. lt;laderofB;lntsm ’S‘éc‘ - “ﬁ?ﬁpﬂ:ﬂh"“' B
© - Congress was properly unimpressed’ with: the : P y%uan tm“(;e" __ertng 0 8t the idi n di
Admlnistratlon s specious alarm and narrow re- ,- e ter er;n:ﬁe ety -.E',o :1" smwtn‘}ax rah "
. sponse. No less commlttedtoefrective govemment ‘ _mt r,‘;::tw mrl Bh gma W c‘}"s‘: a shoretng'
it demanded evidence of the danger from uncen- {. K -g? b":e'a'th.' AT " ll;t%sl?older le. pet this. It
" 'sored_afticles by-ttormer-.-omc!als —-'me-—search- el T E&iﬁ v meand a fibrasis of the lunt &greio-t"o"good‘.'
- produced nothirig of consequence. /"3 ! §; ill'ncs'syto vé.'It tands to be’somithing which |
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