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This report summarizes developments noted throughout 
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All information in this report is based entirely on S GINT 
except where otherwise specifically indicated. 
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3/oo/c64:13 D 
SI TUA TI ON SUMMARY 

Between 1144Z o~ 8 January and 1014Z on 9 January, North 
Vietnamese Air SurveillE~ce fa~ilities tra:ked a tti.nimum of 
155 hostile aircraft over North Vietnam, including 72 B-52's. 
on 4 January, the 293d RecoIL.,aissance Regiment warned ~ts sub­
ordinates of the possibility that even hea~lier B-52 strikes 
might be renewed, and speculated on possible tactics by U.S. 
aircraft. · 

, . 
Chi~a. plans on snipping 72,000 tans of f·~o:istuffs tj 

North Vietnam this mJnth. 

An NVA reconnaissa~ce eleme~t report~d ARVN artille=Y . 
attacks around Quang Tri City, inclu1ing att~cks on Trtmg Kien,­
,iHill 4-2, Hill-29, X-.iar1 A±! and Hill 80. A persC..ns.lity ass.o::is.t~d 
with the NVA 164th Artillery Regiment raported. that the regi~nt 
headqua.::-ters 1 a.ss·embly a.z-e!l waa at Hung Hoa. The 1st Batta.lion 
was south of tht! Nhung River., and the 11th Battali"on was ·wi t:h 
regiment headquarters. An unidentified NVA e_lame~t ws.s dix-ectad 
to organize patrols at ri.ight, .s.long the possible Thach Han Riv~rp 
to give warning if the. 11enemy" c.rossed. A r~\.i.ew of SIGI~'T i~ei-=g.t.~s 
tJ1a t the Hq ' vc 5th Di '\"i si O::."l i a in Dinh TUO!'o.g ... PA:"~.'i. !'.!C·S: ' ar.:d .. its 
forward element i's in s~·ay Rier;.g Pro'\-""i.nc~, Ca.mb;ClJdia. "Also· in Dinh 
Tuong Pro~"ince, Group 45B asso~iates discussed tactical acti~~ty 
and the usg of SA-7 missiles. Seven 120-mm. morta'r rounds..,a~d six 
82-mm mortar rounds ware to be fired at Cong Hoa Post on tha night 
of 4-5 January, and °K-25" was to use directional mines t:o dest;:-.0;y 
fences. Another unit =eportedly fired on the Go Muong Bridge, 
scoring a direct hit on a bU!'.ke:=-. (1STIT1>&:R:} . 

In northern Laos, pro-Go""~ernment fcrcas ha~'e been shellir~g 
NV'A forces threatening Bouam Leng. An additional subordinate ::,f 
the suspected·Hq, MR 4, North Vietnam in Laos has been lcc~ted 
in the general Thahkek a:::-ea. (SECM!r SPCKE I SH'f':AR) 
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I. REFLECTIONS OF ALUED OPERATIONS 
(b) (3) - 50 USC 403 
(b) (3) -1 8 USC 798 

NORTH VIETNAMESE AIR/AIR DEFENSE DEVELOPMENTS 

B~tween 1144Z on 8 January and 1014Z on 9 January, North 
Vietnamese Air Surveillance facilities tracked a minimum of · 
155 hostile aircraft, including 72 B-52's over North Vietnam. 
The aircraft were tracked in the areas of Dong Hoi, Vinh,-Thanh 
Hoa and the DMZ; These aircraft were &lso tracked during-their 
entries and exits of North Vietnamese airspace, over Laos, · 
a~d the Gulf of Tonkin. • 

On 4 January, the 293d Reconnaissance Regiment (Phuc Yen 
Airfield) warrted its subordi~ate radar companies of · the possibility 
of renewed Allied bombing of northern North Vietnam. The controller 
of the 293d advised that if attacks were res\.llned, the "enemy" would 

, . 

employ even more B-52's, heavier jamming, feinting, attacks from f 
different direction and different altitudes and attacks on many 
targets, apparently to limit the _effectivene·ss of North Vietnamese 
air ~efense. The regiment also issued instructions for maintaining 
alert against renewed attacks. 

(2/00/385-73 (VCK), 082117Z) (SEOR:E! .!POK:E) 

II. SOUTH VIETNAM 

M1 LI TARY SI TUA TI ON 

1. RVN ~litary Region 1 

Activity by NVA units in MR 1 on 7 and 8 January con­
sisted of reports on Allied actions and training and preparations 
to prevent ARVN river cross·i ngs. The locations of elements of 
the NVA 164th Artillery Regiment were also revealed. In Thua 
Thi.en Province, the probable Hq, 812th Regiment, NVA 324B Division 
wa~ located in the vicinity of its 24 December position in the 
provincial border area. 

-2-
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An unidentified ·NVA reconnaissance element continued (b) (3) - 18 usc 798 

to report on 7 and 8 January on ARVN activity around Quang Tti. 
City~ Among the areas listed as being hit by aTtille~y were: 
Trting Kien (YD 327553, .16-45N 107-llE), Hill 42 (unlocated), 
Hill 29 (YD 298463, 16-41N 107-09E), Xuan An (YD 323538, 16-45N 
107~11E), the airfield (YD 327522, 16-44N 107-llE), and Hill 80 
(unlocated). The element also reported that a helicopter had been 
shot down by NVA forces in the vi.cinit~of the Ai Tu airfield 
(YD 285540, 16-~6N 107-09E), but the d sposition of the crew 
or occupants was not mentioned. Acco ng to collateral, a U.S. 
Army helicopter carrying six u.s. pe~srnnel was shot dO'\i\"'Il in this 
area on 8 January. · (ISHT2\1l) .. 

A personality associated with the Hq, NVA 164th Artillery 
Regiment reported on 9 January that the regimental headquarters' 
assembly area was located at Huong Hoa (possibly the former Huong 
Hoa refugee area, YD 090520, 16-44N 107-51E). The 1st Battalion 
was reported to be south of the Nhung River (crossing Route 1 at 
YD 3946, 16-41N 107-14E) and a company of the 11th Battalion was 
t>eportedly with the regimental headquarters. 

An unidentified NVA · element wa.s_ instructec! en 8 Sar.:tu.ry 
~o organize patrols at night along the possible Thach Han River 
so that warning cot4d be given if the · ~'enemy" crcssed. the river. 
The element · was toid that infantry units in the area had-·already 
been warned. 

The possible Hq, NVA 675B Artillery Regiment was loc~ted 
on 9 January within 2000 meters of YD 063266 (16-30N 106-55E), 
near its 1 December location in southern Quang Tri Province • . 

West · o~ Camp Evans, element ·of the 324B Division reported 
ARVN tactical and training activity in the lowlands. On 7~January~ 
an element reported parachute and engineer mine training by ARVN 
forces in the vicinity of the camp: The primary NVA observation 
station in this area was reportedly located on Hill 330 (YD 511246, 
16-29N 107-20E). (ISHI'.AR) 

-3-
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(3ioo R319-72) (S!ORET SPeK:E=ISHTA~) 
,. 

RVN Military Regic~ 2 

The Hq, 631st A::-ti llery Ba~ta!.ior~, NVA B3 Fr-::>n.t has !L::'\.;:.:d 

fr::;w. w-est .. c.entral Pleiku Proft..ri!!.ca. While communicating with t;:u, 
fro!~t headquarters on 6 Ja.::ua:-y, th.a batta.lior,. was lc-~at;d 'lid. thin 
400 meters ~f YA 978475 (13-59N 107-45E), 32 km nc?:'th c·f its 
8 December 1972 location.. (S!CRET SPOKE} 

3. RVN Military Regic:l 4 

·A =~view of SIGI~"'l' reveals that the Hq, VC 5th Di~'"isicn 
is actually ope.rati!lg in r~c:=-th·::~ntral Dinh T-uo:i.g Prc" .. d.nc·~, while. 
its _ suspec_t~d ··fox:ward element is operating in southwe·ste:rn Svay -
Rie~g Province, Cambodia. The Hq, VC 5th Division, which. has been 
located in Dinh Tuong Province since late Junep w~s formerly 
identified as the suspected Forward Element, Hq, VC 5th Di~'i.sio~. 
The di~"ision headqu.a=t:ers currently maintains coIIllllU'E'.ications with 
its fo?:Ward elemen.t; its Hq, VC 275th, VNC 6th and suspec-::ad Hqp 
N\•A 174th .Regiments; the My Tho Provincial Unit; and four aiv'"i.sicn 
associates (E4346, E4922, E5~43 and E6617). The divisio~ head­
q"Jarters was last located on 8 Janua:-y in north-central Dinh Tuong 
P=ovi.nce within 800 mete:r-s of XS 234570 (10-27N 106-07!). · 

-4-
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The Forward Element, VC 5th Division, formerly identified 
as the Hq, VC 5th Division, has been operating in southern 
Svay Rieng Province, Cambodia sin~e 19 July. ·The forward element 
currently maintains coJllDIUI'l.ications with the Hq, NVA 174th and 
VNC 6th Regiments and one unidentified enti t:y (M9461). The 
forward element located on 29 December in southwestern Svay Rieng 
Province by direction finding of questionable reliability. 

In Dinh.Tuong Province, Group 45B associates discussed 
past and future tactical activity and the use of SA-7 missiles. 
Acccrding to 4 January correspondence, a Group 45B associate 
reported that an unidentified Communist urJ.t was maintaining an 
elemant of secrecy and was employing teams equipped with one SA-7 
per team to be used against Allied aircraft. The associate also 
repcrted that the plan for the night of 4 January and the day of 
5 January was to fire seven 120-nm mortar r~unds and six 82-mm 
mortar rounds at the Cong Hoa Post (unlocated). In addition, 
"K25" (u..ortldentified) was t.:> use DH-10 directional mines to destroy 
fen~es while additional tmits were to strike along Highway 12. 
(lSJm\R) 

Later er, the same day, a VC 5th Division associate reported 
that at 1900 (G) on "D-Day", an unidentified Commur.iat unit had moved 
ouc and seized t~e battlefield. Another· unidentified U11.it reportedly 
fired five 82-mm mortar rounds and 10 rounds of undetermined type 
in~o the Go Muong bridge (unlocated) and s~ored a direct hit on a . 
bunker while "C2l" encircled ar~d fired on the Cong Quoc Post 
(ur.loc:ated). -(ISIFi':kR) 

On 9 January, the suspected Hq, VC D-1 Regiment was located 
10 km southwest of Can Tho in central Pho"05 Dinh Province within 
1000 meters of WR 770993 (09-56N 105-42E), 15 km east of its 
14 December location. (ISHTA~) 

-5-
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The Hq, NVA 52d Regiment has been located in divergent 
areas since early January. On 4 January, the regimental head­
quarters was located in southem Kampot Province, . Cambodia 
within 800 meters of VS 370723 (10-36N 104-25!), in the same 
area that it reportedly relocated to on 31 December. However, 
also on 4 January, .the Headquarters ·was located in northern Kien 
Giang Province~ South Vietnam. within· 1500 meters of VS 608470 
(10-22N 104-38E), 35 km southeast of its other 4 Janua~ location, 
and in the same area it occupied prior to 31 Decem~er. inally 
on 8 January, the regimental headquarters_ was located in sa.ithern 
Takeo Province, Cambodia within 1300 meters of VS 730atf (10-41N 
104-45E). Additional evidence will be needed to dete~ne the cur~ent 
status of the 52d. Regiment. (SIC~T SPOKB ISH'f*ll) 

( 
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III. CAMBODIA 

MILITARY SITUATION 

1. Special Military Region 

Gove~nt repor}~ of 6 to 8 January disc~ssed enemy 
movements and· intentions 1nd; fANK redepl~yment in the Special 
MR. A reinforcement batlali9n· was requested at Preah Prasap 
(WU 0301, 11-46N 105-0~) after an enemy . attack-the night of 
7 to 8 January. On S·Jaliuary Cambodian authorities reporte~ 
that 40-50 enemy, disguised as FANK troops, were moving from 
an area 28-30 km· south of Phnom Penh, intending to attack 
Monivong Bridge on the eas.tern outskirts of the capital. 
Other· 8 January reports disc~osed the p~esence of 600 KC near 
Nationa.l Route 2 some 40 km south of Phnom Penh and the 
.deployment of 1,000 enemy at Chroy Vong, VT 984528 (ll-20N 
104-SBE) and Kompong Trea, VT 982517 (11·19N · 104-SBE), 
two villages 25 km south of the capital city. (2/00/351-73 
{CEG), 081607Z; 361-73 (CEG), 082024Z; ?-73 (CEG), 08????Z; 
2./Gl/393-:73 (CEY), 090119Z; 394-73 (CEY), 090147Z; 395 .. 73 
(CE:M), 090148Z; 398-73 {CEY), .090Z21Z; 405-73 (CEY), 090244Z) 
(S!CJt!T SPOI<:E) .. . 

2. Mili tar,: Region 1 

In Kompong Cham Province on 6 January, 1,500 enemy" 
located 12 km so~theast of Skoun (WU 0932, 12-03N 105-04-E), 
reportedly intend to attack SkOun. On the same day, another 
500 enemy were located 8 km south of Skoun. On 5 January, 
300 enemy were located 22 km northwest of Skoun near the 
MR l/MR 4 border and were r.eported moving into Kompong Thom 
.Province. To the east, on 6 January, 300 KC were located 
11 km southwest of Kompong Cham City on the west bank of 
the _Mekong near the southern. end of Koh Sotin Island. (ISJtTA~) 

-7-
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In Svay Rieng Province on 7 January, 2 VC/NVA 
battalions-were located 13 km northwest of Svay Rieng City 
near National Route 1. 

(2/Gl/366-73 (CEY), 081410Z; 367-73 (CEY), 081411Z; 381-73 
(CEY), 081635Z; 389-73 (CEY), 090102Z; 410-73 (CEY), 090358Z) 

3. Military Regio:i 2 , . 

According to a Cambodian Communist (KC) rep~rt of 
7 January, the enemy offensive currently under.way on Routes 
2 and 3 will continue .through the · period 10 · to 15 January. 
An earlier KC report revealed that the objective of the 
current offensive is to liberate Takeo City and to destroy 
Tram Kbnar (VT 6948, 11-17N 104-42E). The report further 
disclosed that two bridges on Route 2 have been destroyed and 
that the Tram Khnar market has been in enemy .hands since 
1 January.· In.the Route 4 ~r~a, the KC objective is to 
destroy strategic ·villages north. and south of the highway, 
particularly around Kompong Speu City. (ISHTA~) 

·. Recent Government reports: continue to reflect a 
serious situation along Route 2 north of Takeo City. During 
the period of 7 to 8 January, the FANK positions at Thnal 
Totung (VT 7632, 11-0BN 104-4GE) and Svay Preg (VT -7423, 
ll-03N 104-45E) we=e each violently attacked twice. Also 
en 8 January, FANK elements · at Rosay Village (VT 7619, 11-0lN 
104-46E), 4 km north of Takeo City, were attacked by an 
estimated 150 enemy and were.._forced to withdraw to the east 
after 3 hours of fighting. A Svay Prey clearing operation 
was launched on 8 January and reportedly was encountering 
stiff enemy resistance. The operation was to continue on 
9 January. To the north, 200 to 300 VC were intending to 
attack the position at Sra.ng (VT 5948, · ll-17N 104-37E), 
10 km e.ast of Tram Khnar, on 8 January. 

-8-

TOP SECRET UMBRA· 



(b) ( 1 ) 

~~~ 9~GIP ~~~ ~~~032 
( b ) ( 3 ) - P . L . 8 6 - 3 6 ·· .. ··.... · ... 

\ 

·---- ------

TOP SE€RE'f UMBRA 

3/00/664 .. 730 

In Kampot Province, aerial bombardment was request~d 
against a.n enemy- ·force of 50Cl which had been attacking FANK 
ele:men·ts · 12 km ~ast of Kampot City since the morning of 
8 January. Also in Kampot,- a Cambodian National Navy vease.1 
WAS requested for protection of ~he coastal town of Kep 
(VS 2558, 10-29N 104-19E) which has been threatened since 
8 January. 

(2/00/349-73 (CEG), 081503Z; 351-73 (CEG), 081607Z; 
2/Gl/373-73 (CEY), 081540Z; 374-73 (cEY), 081543Z; 400-73 
(CEY), 090236Z; 403-73 (CEY), 090240Z; 416-73 (CEY), 090730Z) 
( S~ CMT S POK:E • ISl!'fAR) 

4. Mili ta=y Re.gic·n 3 

\ A Cambodian Gov-ernment report of · 4 January revealed 
that 900 enemy W'!re progressing towards Route 5 and inte!ldE:d 
to\. attack Oudong City (VU 6714.r ll-57N 104 .. f1-!E). In a 
6 January report, the KC disclosed that the.y intended to 
hara~s FANK positions. en Route 5 .between Kompong Chh.."'18.ng 

. and Oudong ~ities. In the same ~eport, the KC atated that 
their'. secondary goal ia to . destroy the Romeae. Pest, 25 km 
southWest of Komporig Chhnang City •. . In addition, the KC 
reported that they· had surrounded the Romeas Post on the 
UDrning \.cf 6 January. In p<revious · SIGL~T, FANK reported th!!.t 
the post \.was enci&:cled by the enemy. 

Elsewhere in MR 3, FANK reported two new .enemy 
clearing o~rationa-one· in northern Battambang Province and 
"Operation ~PEAR" i.n eastern Thmar Puok Province. 

(3/00/534-73r---l 8 Jan 73; ~/00/351-73 (CEG), 081607Z; 
2/Gl/368-73,{CEYJ"; 081412Zp 390-73 (CEY), 090104Z; 413-73 
(CEY), 090530Z) (SEeltET SPOK:S) 
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. 5 .... Military Region 4 

Cambodian authorities on 8 January requested 
bombardment of enemy .concentrated .. to .-the· south and southeast 
of· ·Pongro (UA 350257, ll-47N 103-28E) in -northwestern Siem . 
Reap Province.· On the· same. day, approximately 500 enemy 
were reported movlng from· the area of the concentrations 
toward Pongro,' which is currently enemy-occupied. Also on 
8 JanU&ry, air ~er was requested...for Government elements 
engaged in cle4 ·ng and destroying operations in the Srey 
Snam District. {2/Gl/3'91-73 (cEY)., 090115Z) (SEeft:ET SPE>KE) 

IV. LAOS 

A. MILITARY SiplATION 

1. Northern Laos 

Pro-Government elements· in the Bouam long area 
have counterattacked NVA forces threatening the· base. A 
9 January exchange.between the 3d Company, ·NVA 25th Engineer 
Battalion and battalion headquarters discl~sed an RIA 
artillery attack .. on .High Point 1235 (UG· 3771, 19-38N 103-26_E)_ • . .. 
According to · the company, pro-Government forces shelled the 
highpoint from locations -near· Ban Le - {UG 1479, · 19-42N · 
103-13E). Later the same day, ba'ttalion headquarters informed 
its 3d Company that they must prepare for the responsibility 
of escorting NVA 130-mm artillery into Muong Seng (UG 1783, 
19-44N 103-lSE) on 16 January. 

Meanwhile, an unidentified NVA element revealed 
on 6 January that unspecified pro-Government forces have 
requested increased air support for elements of. RIA MObile 
Group 21; Further, the element disclosed that R-52 and T-28 

-10-
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aircraft sa.:tura tion bombed. the area near Phou Then (UG 2381, 
19-43N 103-19E) ·and Nong Pet (UG 3263, 19-33N 103-24E), 
south of Bouam Long, and the Skyline Ridge area north of 
Long Cheng. 

In the southern Plaine des Jarres, an unidentified 
associate (E6161) of the 'NVA 866th Independent Regiment, was 
located on 9 January at UG 040390 (19-20N 103-0BE), 18 km east 
of its 29 October position. 

Deuane Dissident Neutralist (DN) Rq reported on 
B January that the DN were "maste.ra of the situation" in the 
Sala Phou Khoun area. The DN attacks on Muong Kassy, Vang 
Vieng and Xieng· Ngeun (TG 0596p 19-45N 102-llE) repo=tedly 
caused the "enemy" to be.come uisolated in confusion." 
According to ~he DN, the "enemy" is trying to ho l_d on to some 
points "to uae as escape ..routes- when we attack." If the DN 
are slow to move·aga.ins.~ these points, the "enemy" will have 
time to reorg.Anize_ and launch counterattacks. The DN 48th 
Battalion was told that the road (Route 13) must be brough'C 
under DN control, and that they were to &uppor~ che ope~ations 
at Luang P~abang. 

A Royal Laotian Army (RIA) "spe:ial" helicopter 
which left Long Chen on. ·a liaison mission to Muong Phoune 
(TG 6013, 19-06N 102-43E) was hit by enemy fire and crashed 
at TG 4316- (19-07N 102-34E), 41 km west-northwest of Long · 
Cheng. The pilot and two pa.ase.ngers were rescued. 
('f0P SECMT UMBJtA) 

Vang Vieng was being. surrounded by the enemy, 
according to a Laotian Neutralist report of 8 January. The 
report also revealed that Vang Vieng had suffered a three day 
power failure. 

-11-

TOP SECRET UMBRA 



(b) ( 1 ) 

~~~ 9RGIP E~~ ~~~032 
(b) (3) -P.L. 86- 36 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 

31001664.~13 ..... I _ ...... 

Military Region (MR) 5 units were ordered to begin 
preparations on 8 January for operation "MAHARAJ/3" designed. to 
retake Sa1a Phou Khoun. 

Three enemy company-size units were operati~g 13 
to 27 km northeast and east of. Muong· Kassy, according to RIA 
officials. One company-sized unit moved from 11 km nort east 
of Ban Done (SF 9868" !8-41N 102-0SE) to 6 km northeas of 
Ban Done •. • , . 

The'!"e we.:--e t:W'O claehes on 6 Ja.nuaey in t~ 
1 

· 

Borikhane area. Th~ ~:0°Gove-:nment Pathet Lao (PL) Voluntee~ 
Companu (CV)/501 clashed ~"ith an ~nknown-siz~d enemy unit in 
the Than Dinh a~a nea= UF 5155 (18-35N 1Q3 ... 35E), 15 km_we.st 
of Borikhane. The~e w~=~ no =ep:r~ted casualties. RIA CV558 
engaged in a 3 hou~ ba.ttl.~ with a~ e:s tilna ted three enemy. 
companies in the Phone· Thone a~ea ne~r UF 9062 (l8°39N 103-57E}, 
25 km northsas c of Borikhane • . Casual ties ti-~re two RIA ar:.d two 
villagers "W"Ounded and one ho~~e destroyed by er..emy B40 rocket 
fire. 

(2/Gl/419.,.?3 _(VCM)l> ___ g?9§~4Z! 21Q2s ... 73 (VCJ}; 07oq3oz; C' _ _...; ... :""" ';:·:::::-;:>"""""(b ) (3 ) -P.L. 86- 36 

2Al46-7J ···· (vCM),; 091043Z; 42-73 (yg-t}, 09035 .. ·.SZ2/(J..lt'406;,.73 
(iSY), 0903!7Z· 415-73 _ ... (LSY), 090ilOZL1.DLSM/n3-73 11 

090030Z/ 2X[jLSM/Ti4-73 0 090554Z; 3LJLSM/T27.,.73, 080710Z) 
('fOP SECRE'f UHBR:A) 

-
Ae~ociates ~f the N'/A 8th Battalion continued to 

report tactical activities in the PakEong area of Sedone 
Province. On 7 January the 8th Battalion itµormed the 9th 
Regiment that the batt4lion will carry out stri~es againat 
the "enemy" north of Phou Champi (XB 3379 15.,.llN 106-14E} 
and Phou Nongle (XB 3381 15-t.2~ 106-14E). The 6th and 8th 
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Companies, possibly of the 8th. Battalion, will strike· the · 
"enemy" at KM 0 (unlocated) a.nd·south and east of Phou Thevada 
(XB 3678 15-llN· ·106-16E). Furthermore, a 12.7-mm artillery. 
position is·being·set up at the base of Phou Thevada in order 
to fire at planes. (lSIPi'AR) · 

~he suspected. Fo~ard Element, Mj.litary Region 4, 
North Vietnam, in Laos wa.s lo~ted on 8 . ....Ja.nna.ry- within 700 
meters of WE 094l59 (17·19N JdOS-OSE), approximately 30 km 
southeast of Tba~ek, and 11 km nbrtheast of its 16 December 
location. · f • 

A subordinate (E6589} of the suspected Forward 
Element, MR 4, North Vietnam,· in Laos was initially located 
on 8 January within 1300 meters Of WE 224199 (l7·20N 105-12E), 
40 km east of Thakhek and in the vicinity of other subordinates 
of the forward element. 

RIA authoriti~s in Thakhek·estimated on 6 January 
that there werre still three enemy battalions deployed east 
along the roads between Thakhek and Mahasay (WE 2125 17-25N 
105-12E). An unidentified NVA battalion reinforced by another 
enemy _co~~ny was· located .. on Route. 12 about 26 km east .. of _:_ 
Thakhek. This battalion is supported by another company 
equipped with two armored c&J:S and two 105-~ weapons located 
6 km east;· of the battalion. An unidentified NVA battalion was 
located at the junction of Routes 12.0 anci l35 a.bo~t 34 km· 
southeast of Thakhek ·with its subordina..t:e-.companies deployed 
west along Route 135. The third· enemy battalion, also · 
unidentified was noted just northe.a.s.t of the Rbutes 120-135 
-junction and its subordina.te.. companies were deployed northeas.t 
along Route 120 toward Mahasay. 

( 2/00/VCM/R371~ 72, 222020Z Dec.. 72; 2QlSM/~26.;7Jm. 08062.0.Z} 
. (SEelt!t SP6K:!-ISH"fttlt) 
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B. CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES 

1. Chinese Communist Engine:e-r Unit Active· in Northe:-n 
Laos 

\ · ······... An unidentified Chinese Communist engineer unit 
(MU1932F and two subordinates (MU1933 a_nd MU2439) are located . 
in lhe Nam Tha (QD 1951!' 20-57N 101-2SE)/Muong Sing. (QD 2445, 
2l7'11N 101-09E) area of northern Laos. The unit exhibits 
c~~:ad:eristics which sug$est a.:i. association with the U.."lide-=ttified 
e~ineer regiment (MU1985) cu~'t'ently located in ~ha Mua~ Sai 
(RC 1394t 20-42N l0lca59E) area. Whether MU1932 is an element 
of the HQ cf t:he unidentified enginee~ regime.nit er a battalion 
of that :regim~nt .:at'.not be; dete=mined. (SEOR£'f SPeI<H) 

I 
2. 125th Infant:-y Regimer.t Staff Officer RetuTnS to 

Muong Ho'..ln Area. to Determine ';Ene:my11 Situation 

Probably as the res~l t of increa.se:d activity by 
Laotian Righti.s ts. in noL't:hE:i:"'!l La.os 11 a staff officer cf the HQP 
125th Infanccy Regiment: has returned to the Muc::lg ~foun 
(QC 5630, 20-09N 1Jl .. 27E) are.a ::o a~c.e:-tain the "enemy" 

--··-situation. This satrie officer was noted _on 8 December being sent:. 
\to the Muong Houn area as the leader of a S~man reconnaissance 
team that wa.s to familiarize itself with the "enemy" situation. 
The retu::-n of this officer to the Muong. Houn a~ea is probably 
the result of the recent increased concent which the CFL HQ 
and the HQ of both the 125th ar.d 96th Infantry Regiments have 
expressed ove= inc~e.s.~ed g~und activity. in the Vieng Ph-a KhA 
(QC\.1892, 20~42N 101-0SE) area an~ air activity 40 ~ ... sputh 
of Nam Tha (QD 5119, 20.,.57N 1Ql .. 2:>E). (2/00/372 .. 73L _ _J.SM); 
lj00/496-73, 071350Z Jan; 2:/00{"""lsM/R34-72, 142040Z Dec; and 
2/00~M/T362-72f 1Z2046Z Dec~-(SECRET SPOKE=ISiffits:R) 
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V. GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF REAR SERVICES ACTIVITY 

. GDRS SUMMARY 

One new infiltration group, 4001, has been observed in the 
BINH _TRAM (BT) 18 area, ·raising the monthly totals to 11 
infiltration, one specially designated and three special-purpose 
groups. In other activity, the movement of tanks was reported 
in souhern North Vietnam and in the BT 32 area of the Laos 
Panhandle. 

For locations of GDRS facilities, see 2/00/VCJ/R47-72. 

(S'.!Clt!:T SPOKE) 

A. PERSONNEL M>VEMENTS 

North Vietnam 

The initial reference to infiltration Group 4001 and a 
further reference to-infiltration Group 7125 in the BT 18 area 
of operations were noted in recent reports. On 6 January, 
possibly Commo-I.ia.ison Station (T)-9 informed T-9B that Group 
4001 with 553 personnel and Group "B" with 58 perso_nnel were to 
be sent by foot to BT 25.· Later, on 8 January an unidentified 
associate· of BT 18 requested BT 25 _to dispatch a vehicle to 
meet Group "YKl", consisting of 6 personnel, of 7125. 

In other personnel activity an unidenti.fied BT 18 
associate informed T-9A on 4 Jan~ary that three groups of 
civilian workers would be arriving that night. The first group, 
comprised of 82 personnel, is coumanded by VU THI THUC and the 
second and third groups, comprised of 64 and 160 personnel, 
respectively, are both com:nanded by DOO VAN THA?C. In addition 
to the arrival of these three groups, T-9A was informed that a 
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group from the Officer Communications School of the High Conmand~ 
consisting of eight personnel and commanded by·DAm TR.ON; CAC, 
was en route to MR 559. This group, ·however, only had papers 
from.the school and no travel orders. 

(2Ql55-73 {VCJ}, 051522Zf 2Q184"'73 'vcJ), 060510z) '' """"'''" '"'' .... (b) ( 3 )-P.L. 86 - 36 

(S!!Clt!!Y SPOX'.!) . 

B. TANK K>VEMENTS 
• , . 

l. NortQ.. Vietnam 

The southward .movement of .t.ank.s through the southern . 
portion of North Vietnam was noted on 7 January. On that day, 
Hq, BT 26 informed a subordinate. that in ord~r to be a~le to move 
the "tanks" across the river in one to two nights, the element was 
to coordinate with 27th Battalion (unidentified) for assistance. 
The number of tanks and the tank group designators were not 
revealed. (SECR:ET SPO~) 

2. Laos 

In related activity, - five tank groups w~re· reported. 
to be in the BT 32 area. On 8 January, an element of BT 32 
reported that tank Groups·,b23, A28B, A94, A96 and A98A were in 
its area and requested that they be allowed to stop over for two 
to three nights for rest and vehicle maintenance. The element-· 
requested that Group 473 be contacteEl-ior~uidance on this problem. 
In addition, the element requested that they be given a plan for 
distributing.gasoline and oil to the groups already there. The 
element stated that if the plan was not forthcoming the tank 
~roupa would not be able to continue to Kl (unlocated). 
tSECMT SPOKf:) 
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C. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 

1. North Vietnam 

A vehicle checkpoint in the BT 18 area of operations 
disclosed the n ber of vehicles which transited its area on 
7 J.anuary. 

On Route 15A 201 southbound 175 northbound 

On Route 48 202 southbound 170 northbound 

Additionally, there were 19 vehicles of Vehicle 
Unit 30 of Military Region 559 with Comrade SIX in charge. 

(SEGRE'f SPORE) 
( 

2. Laos 

On 6 January, Hq BINH TRAM 34 was located near 
XC 566605 (15-_54N L06-2.7E). This is the initial location of 
this headquarters fo~ 1973, and continues to locate it in its 
normal area ~f operations. 

The alleged shoo~~own of an F4 aircraft on 8 January 
by the 17th Company of the probable 120th AAA Battalion, 593d 
AAA Regiment, presently operating in the BT 32 area, was 
disclosed in an 8 January report possibly from the Hq, 120th 
AAA Battalion. The report disclosed that an F4 was hit ·by four 
23-nm AA guns, and burst into flames. According. to speculation 
by the element, ·the aircraft went down approximately 12 to 15 
kilometers south southeast of the battalion's area of 
responsibility .and eight.kilometers southwest of the pass at 
Ban Ph.along (XD 0644, 16-41N 106-llE). It was further revealed 
that at the present time ov-10 aircraft were circling the area of 
the downed F4. No information was given concerning the status 
or location of pilots. 

c2Q219 ... 73{vcJ), oso64sl · (ssee·r sroltl···· 
-17- . 
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D. WEEKLY WR.AP• UP OF PERSONNEL M>VEMENl'S 

North Vietnam/Laos 

The following movements were reported in North Vietnam 
and Laos during the weeks of 2 to 7 Janu~y. 

l. North Vietnam 

A minimu.m of 1,390 pe?'aonnel we=e· .noted moving south 
and a minim.um of 3,772 p~:sannel we::-e n:>ted mcYing !l.o~th. Oft.his 
number 2,682 ~ere ~=-~nsiencs, 940 were sick and wounded and 130 we?:e 
cadre f=om th~ B3 Front. 

2. Laos 

A minill!l.lm. of 363 pe:ople were J.1.C·~ed moving south-wa.=d 
and a minimum of 1,354 sick ~nd wounded pe~soncel wera ~oeed 
moving north. 

3. A surmns.::y of :~e w·;eks gro'!.lps o.ctivity fr»ll~s:: 

Initially Observed 

Group 

BT 18: 

7167 

7025 

7026 

Nr. oi ParsoT!D.e1/ 
Vehicles 

Combined 

strength 
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Dispoaition. 

BT 18 AO 

En route from 
T·9A to T-9B 

En route from 
T·9A to T-9B 
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Initially Observed 

Group 

7027 

7028 

7029 

7030 

5030 

2088 

2089 

2091 

QL 576 

KB 809 

2 

~%:'.,! . _o_~ .~~i.:s_oAn~!/ 
Vehicles 

of 145 

99 

742 

152 

167 

45 

13 

27 

-19-

Disposition 

En route from 
T-9A to T·9B 

En route brom. 
T-9A to '/)-9B 

Entere~ f rr-9~ 
Entered T-9B 

I 

Possibly at T-9A 

At T-9 

At T-9 

At T-9 

·Departing T-9B 
on 2 Jan 

BT 18 AO 
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Initally Observed 

Group 

BT 32: 

3062 

5051 
(seen as 551) 

2093 

2094 

5056A & 5056B 

472 AO 

A301 

A302 

257 

Q 421 (probably 
QL 421) , 

Q 309 (probably 
QL 309) 

Al55 

Nr. of Personnel/ 
Vehicles 

16 Hong Ha Lhiclea w/ 
12 37-~ '1lti~lery weapons 

16 trackek vehicles ·w/ 
12 large artillery weapons 

13 t=acked vehicles w/ 
trailers I 

17 H~ng Ha vehicles w/ 
12 122-nm a=tillery weapons 

6 

9 

3 

4 

.. -
-~u-

Disposit~on 

BT 32 

BT 32 

BT 32 

At Dl a 
mecb£nized unit 

Unspecified 

Going to A Luoi 

Unspecified 

Unapecif ied 

Unspecified 
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Initially Observed 

Group 

424 

A370 

2090 

BT 35: 
I 

A802 

Previously Observed 

BT 34: 

5040 

3052 

5044 

. A 141 

1040 

2077 

···-.. 

3/~~/664:13 D 

Nr. of Personnel/ 
Vehicles 

3 

7 

300 

6 vehicles ·- one at KM 95, 
3 at KM 90 and 2 at KM 88 

3 vehicles - one at KM 7, 
Route 22B and two at KM 113, 
Route 22B 

53 

4 stragglers 

-21-

Disposition 

Unspecified 

Unspecified 

BT 34 AO 

BT 35 AO 

In area · 

In area 

In area 

In area 

Leaving BT 34 AO 

Leaving BT 34 AO 
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PREVIOUSLY OBSERVED 

Group_ 

2074 

2076 

2063 

BT 35: 

2 083 (seen as 
2038) 

2073. 

Group 471: . 

2072 

2071 

Group 472: 

Group 

3454 (poss 3054) 

2086 

3056 

1043 

3056 

Nr. of Personnel/ 
Vehicles 

3 stragglers 

16 stragglers 

4 stragglers 

42 people 

2 people 

Disposition 

T-31 

T-31 

T-31 

T-31 

T-31 
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Disposition 

Leaving BT 34 AO 

Leaving BT 34 AO 

Leaving BT 34 AO 

In area 

In area 

at 87(U/I) 

at -87(U/I) 
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Dis nos itio·n 

1048 T-32 

3052 T-32 

2048 (poss 1048. or 3048) T-35 

3055 

5050 

2483 (poss 2083) 

A 123 

102 

AB 893 

T-35 ,. 

T-36 

T-44 

12 personnel led by l'C~N TOI'C THIEN 
and VAN VAN DUC 

13 personnel 

Eight pe=sonnel including one st~aggler 

Following groups referred to as "Technical Weapons" ~roups! 

3052 

3053 

5044 

3 vehicles located on Rcute QAS 
(u.s.· designated 9f6) 2 transferred' 
to Group 471, 7 Hong Ha vehicles 
located at KM 85 on Route 128B 
(u.s. designated 917) 2 po.ssible ~racked 
vehicles and 2 possible artillery 
vehicles at: KM 42, Route 36 (unlocate.c!). 

6 type "72L" vehicles at unknown 
location 2 possible tracked vehicles 
and 2 possible artillery v~hicles at 
KM 33, Route 36. 

16 vehicles ·at unknown location 
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5046 

z 180 

z 188 
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Disposition 

2 tracked vehicles and 2 unidentified 
vehicles overturned at unspecified 
location 

1 vehicle at unspecified BT and l 
being repaired at KM 85, Route 128B 

13 possible t~acked vehicles at 
10 unidentified vehicles at KM 77~ 
Route 24 (unlocated). 

The ~ollowing groups.were referred as "Mechanized Units:" 
I 

102B Unknown 

A 120 

QL 271 

( SECftE'f ! POKf:) 

The new "Ll" area ( unla.c ated) 

Has two disabled vehicles at X.320 
(repair station, BT 32 AO) 
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VI. NORTH VIETNAM 

A. .__I _____ ____..,__. 

VCSDP/Hanoi-COSVN Correspondenc:e 

Five messages/parts originated by the.Vietnamese Communift 
S cial Dele at"on in Paris {VCSDP) and passed td._ _______ __, 

Hanoi for relay to the Central Office for 
,__S~u...-t_h_V_i_·e_t_n_a_m--C-O_S ...... VN) and possibly Region Committee 5 (RC-5) 
•rind R'.egion\ Committee Tri-Thien-Hue (RC-TTH) were observed on 

S· January. \Similar activity was last reported on 3 January. 

(3/ 00/ 234- 73\1 I (SBCRE'l' !POK:!) 

B. GROUND FORCES 
( 

Military Region Four 

Two probable regiments of an unidentified probable NVA 
division (E2417) have been located, one, initially, in Nghe An 
Province, North Vietnam, and the other in northern Laos. One 
probable regiment (E6038) was initially located on 9 January north 
of Vinh in Nghe An Province within 30 nautical miles of WF.5994 
(18-54N 105-33E). A second probable regiment (E5023) was located 
on 7 January in northern Laos within 1200 meters of UG 070325 
(19-17N 103-09E), in the same area as its 26 December location. 
Both regiments communicate only with the probable division head­
quarters. 

An unidentified NVA entity issued a.directive from 
"Military Region 4 and the Command (not further identified)" on 
8 January, reportedly due to the Allied bombing south of the 20th 
Parallel, and because some units had been struck when "the enemy" 
attacked vehicle parks. According to the directive, all bunkers 
were to be camouflaged; moving vehicles were to remain at a 
distance from other vehicles; and gasoline was to be stored in 
5-liter containers which were to be dispersed and buried. Also, 
gasoline storage areas were to be a distance from the emplace­
ments. Meanwhile, another unidentified NVA entity reported 

. -25-. 
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that Route 18, which runs east of Hanoi from Route lA to che 
coast north of· Hai Phong, had been damaged. 

\\ Unidentified elements on 7 January were encouraged to make 
additional efforts in order to shoot down the 1800th aircr&ft: 
of th~ Military Region. A 9th Battalion (not further identified) 
was al~o criticized for suffering casualties of two dead and 
one wo~.ed due to a loss of security while training. 

(2/Gl/420~71 (VCM)( 090840Z; 2/00/250-73 (VCM), 052106Z; 
3/00/534-73 (SBCRBi' :3P6f!ffi) 

C. AIR/AIR DEFmSE FORCES 

On 8 January, North Viecnamese Air Surveillance Faciliries 
tracked the Giant Scale drone flown ever North Vietnam in the 
0200Z and 0400Z hours and the Buffalo Hunter flown in the Kep area 
in the 0300Z hour. On the 9th, North Vietnamese facilities 
trsck.ed two Buffalo Hunter drones, one in the Dong Hoi area in 
the 0700Z hour and the second in the Vinh area i~ the OBOOZ hcur. 

(SSCRB'f SP6K:E) 

D. OTHER ACTIVITY 

1. PRC Merchant Ship Depa.res Southern Ncrth Vietnam.e:.e 
Waters 

The departure of one "friendly/foreign" ship from the 
Hon Ngu (WF 8279, 18-48N 105-47E) area of southern North Vietnam 
and the subsequent northeast transit of the ship through the 
Gulf ·of Tonkin were reflected in reports issued by North Vietnamese 
Naval Headquarters, Haiphong on 9 January. The ship, identified 
by collateral as the People's Republic of China (PRC) merchant 
ship HUNG CH'I 160 (cc, 3090GT, CG) was reported traveling from 
18-52N 106-00E at 0209Z on 9 January to 20-29N 107-14E at 1115Z 
on the same date~ Between. 0510Z and 0650Z on 9 January, Naval 
Headquarters also issued reports reflecting the movements of two 
U.S. dest~oyers apparently shadowing the merchant ship as it 
transited the Gulf of Tonkin. The destroyers were reported 
operating approximately two to three run from the HUNG CH'I 160. 
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As of 9 January, two PRC mer~hant ships remain located 
in southe:n North Vietnamese waters: the HUNG CH'I 150 
(cc. 3150GT, CG) at Hon Ngu and the HUNG cH.•t16~ (cc, 3182GT, CG) 
in the vicinity of Hon La (XE 6283p 17-56N 106-32E);; 

. ···· · ..... 

(2/K0/37-73 (VCN), 091229Z; 36-73 (VCN), 091125Z; 35-73 (VCN}, 
090755Z; 34-73 (VCN), 090631Z; 33-73 (VCN), 090349Z; 3/00/534-731 
(!IBElR:lft SP9!Eli) l . ......___ ..... 

2. North Vietnamese Transport and '/fade 

Acco~di~g to the l~test schedules:(~~ plans on shipping 
at least 72,000 tons of foodstuffap including rice, soybeans, and 
maize, to Noz-th Vietnam this month. The Chinese also plan to deliver 
ove~ 1000 t·:>n~ of me.~ine and animal products to North Vietnam during 
January, s.n.d h&·I'~ c~!"t.t'!'3.cted ~o ship 155 vehicles, including at 
leaat five Ambulances, to the North Vietnamese. f 

The So•vie~ Union, meanwhile, is also continuing its aid 
to Hanoi. L&~est shipments have consisted of foodstuffs and light 
machine=y. 

The status ~£ international merchant ships in North 
Vietnamea~ po=ts =e~ains ~nchanged. 

(2/00/246-73; 257~73; X/00/141-73; 2/00/240°73) (SSGR:&i'. SPOKE 
ISill'AA) 

3. S_oviet AN-1:? Flights to Hanoi 

Soviet AN-lZ's (11118 and lllOi) pe=fo=med flights to 
Hanoi Gia Lam Airfield, the former on 8 Janua.ry and the latter 
on the 9th. Both ai=craft entered North Vietnam from Calcutta 
and departed via Vientiane. 
for either flight. (ISR'!'mt) 

Cargo descriptions were not revealed 

(2/R0/3ld73 (RUVCT); 34-73 {RUVCT)) . (SSCRET SPOKE= ISH'l'AR) 
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